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T H E  Graduate School at  the University of
Minnesota appointed a committee in 1945 to
reconsider the present requirement that a

candidate for the Ph.D. degree must pass special
examinations in two foreign languages, usually Ger-
man and French. Chairman R. M. Elliott appointed
the authors of this article to act as a committee to
prepare reports for the graduate faculty in psy-
chology to be presented to the Graduate School Com-
mittee on the Foreign Language Requirement.

The present article presents two reports which
have been submitted to the Graduate Committee.
It has been submitted to the AMERICAN PSYCHOLO-
GIST in order to focus the attention of academic and
professional psychologists upon foreign language re-
quirements.

Members of the graduate faculty in Child Welfare
and in Educational Psychology and Education have
also prepared reports which are in harmony with
the reports presented below.

REPORT OF DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE
The response to a brief questionnaire concerning

the importance of the foreign language require-
ment for the Ph.D. degree in psychology circulated
to members of the graduate faculty in psychology
November 15-18, 1946 is summarized as follows:

1. Seven of nine graduate faculty members con-
sider knowledge of foreign language to be of "little
or no value" for scholarly work in psychology. None
believed it to be of "great value."

2. Of 79 Ph.D. theses approved by the department
since 1920, the present graduate faculty can recall
only two in which explicit use of German or French
was incorporated in the dissertation.

3. Pooled rankings assigned to knowledge areas
outside of the field of psychology in answer to the
following question, "From your present vantage
points, how would you rank the knowledge of the
following non-psychological subjects as to their pro-
fessional value to a psychologist in your own field?"
were as follows:

The following resolution was adopted by the grad-
uate faculty members of the department of psy-
chology:

"Whereas the traditional requirement o f
mastery of two foreign languages for the Ph.D.
degree with psychology as a major can be called
into question for the following reasons:

1. In most of the fields and areas of knowl-
edge in psychology at present there is no
significant information published in for-
eign languages.'

2. Most students under the present system
do not learn a useful mastery of the for-
eign languages.

3. The traditional requirement of French and
German is archaic in view of present world
conditions inasmuch as those two nations
are not now producing scholarly contri-
butions and the greater part of their major
contributions have been and will be trans-
lated into English.

4. In the few instances where a graduate stu-
dent needs to consult a foreign language
publication, it would be more economical
of the student's time and energy to have
the material translated for him than to
have to spend the effort to learn languages
for which he will have very minor use.

5. In most cases there are other skills upon
which time for mastery could be better

'The accuracy of this statement is attested to by the evi-
dence presented by S. W. Fernberger, "On number of articles
of psychological interest published in different languages,"
Amer. J. Psycho!. in 1917,1926,1936, and 1946.
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